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The documentary revolves around the Dakota Access Pipeline that faced a lot of resistance from the community members who felt the impacts would affect them directly. According to Buckley (2014), ever since the initiation of the project that the US government said that it would fetch them a lot of income, the Dakota Access Pipeline became the center of not only a national but an international controversy. The black snake as used in the film is used to describe the Dakota Access Pipeline while the individual community that stood firm to resist the construction o the pipeline referred to themselves as water protectors. The Dakota Access Pipeline targeted at carrying approximately close to 470, 000 barrels of oil deep from the North Dakota wells to the southern parts of Dakota and also Iowa. According to Riot (2017), the US government approved the project in 2014 but then it faced numerous resistance from the indigenous people. The police engage the people with smoke bombs, pepper spray among other sonic weapons that destroy a camp for the construction of the pipeline. 
According to Riot (2017), the main reason for resisting the construction of the DAPL was the contamination of water since the pipeline was set to run under Lake Oahe located on the Indian reservation. The lake, according to the Indians was at risk from oil spillage and would also mean the elimination of the sacred sites. From the events that take place in the film, this became the primary reason for the conflict that saw several people injured and trucks burnt (Kalifa, 2014). Another issue related to the pipeline construction is that the indigenous people claim that the land was rightfully owned by the people from the Fort Laramie treaty of 1851. Although there are other pipeline pipes that had initially found the way through the lake, the indigenous people feared that the DAPL would risk the reservation’s remaining supply of clean water for drinking.
According to Nienaber (2017), there is a close relation of the DAPL issues with the history of the indigenous India communities living in the area. One, the land was rightfully given to them during the 1851 treaty and secondly, there had been an ancient prophecy that announced the coming of a huge black snake that would poison the water. 
Although the construction of the pipeline was finally accomplished, I think the government did not fully consider the people of the land. Their grievances were genuine especially now that they vastly depended on Lake Oahe for clean water. Although to some extent the project would have benefited both parties, the government would have sought to find solutions to their grievances before embarking on the project.
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